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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed 06/05/2008. 

Claims 1, 3-10, 12, 14-21, 23, 25-32, 34, 36-43, and 45 are currently pending. 
Claims 1, 9, 12, 23, 34, 42, and 45 have been amended. Claims 1,12, 23, 34, 
and 45 are independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claims 1, 3-10, 12, 14-21, 23, 25-32, 34, and 36-43 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 
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Claims 1,12, 23, 34 recite the limitations: "the option" [Claim 1, line 12; Claim 12, 
line 13; Claim 23, line 13; and Claim 24, line 13]. There are insufficient 
antecedent basis for these limitations in the Claims. 



Dependent claims 3-10, 14-21, 25-32, and 36-43 are rejected for fully 
incorporating the deficiencies of their base claims. 



Rejections - 35 USC§102 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1,12, 23, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Boys (US 20010048677 A1), Publication Date: 12/2001). 
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As to claims 1, 12, 23, and 34: 

Boys teaches [see fflj 0059-0062] a method, computer program product, 
apparatus, and computer system of making links (e.g., hyper-links) that are 
not easily identified in a displayed Web document (e.g., WEB pages) by a 
user (e.g., a user) to be clearly recognizable comprising: 

• displaying the Web document (e.g., WEB pages) in a browser (e.g., 
browser 103) the Web document have a plurality of embedded links 
(e.g., hyper-links) and the browser including a highlighting button (e.g., 
a selection via highlighter bar 55 and presses instant play button 57) 
which when asserted highlights (e.g., highlights) the plurality of 
embedded links in the displayed document (e.g., display only the audio 
hyper-links on that page); 

• enabling the user to assert the highlight button to highlight the plurality 
of links embedded in the Web document; and highlighting the plurality 
of embedded links in the Web document in response to the user 
asserting the option (e.g., [A]n innovative function of audio browser 
103 involves accessing a hyper-link and activating it with one initiation 
action provided by a user. This may be accomplished via writing the 
capability into the browser software .. .When a user highlights a 
selection via highlighter bar 55 and presses instant play button 57, 
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browser 103 will navigate to the URL and display only the audio hyper- 
links on that page). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 



This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent 
any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to 
point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at 
the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 
35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



Claims 3. 5-6. 8-10. 14, 16-17, 19-21, 25. 27-28. 30-32, 36. 38-39. 41-43. and 
45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Boys in 
view of Bates et al. (US 5987482 -issued 1 1/16/1999 - hereinafter. 
Bates'482). 
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As to claims 3, 14, 25, and 36: 

Boys does not specifically teach the plurality of embedded links flash to highlight 
the links. 

Bates'482 teaches the plurality of embedded links flash to highlight the links 
(e.g., blinking; col. 9, lines 5-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'482 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 

As to claims 5, 16, 27, and 38: 

Bates'482 teaches the plurality of embedded are displayed using a larger font to 
highlight the links (e.g., different colors, font face/sizes, styles; col. 9, Iines5-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'482 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 
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As to claim 6, 17, 28, and 39: 

Bates'482 teaches the plurality of embedded are displayed using a different font 
to highlight the links (e.g., different colors, font face/sizes, styles; col. 9, linesd- 
18). 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'482 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 



As to claims 8, 19, 30, and 41: 

Bates'482 teaches the plurality of embedded links are displayed using an 
enlarged and the links target area enlarged to highlight the links (col. 9, lines 19- 
col. 10, line 29; see also figs. 9-11 and associated text). 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'482 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 
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As to claims 9, 20, 31, and 42: 

Bates'482 teaches the plurality of embedded links are duplicated and displayed 
in a different area in the browser to highlight the links (col. 4, lines 25-40; col. 6, 
line 27-colJ, line 57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'482 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 

As to claims 10, 21, 32, and 43: 

Bates'482 teaches when a duplicated link is selected, its corresponding link in 
the web document flashes using a different or larger font (e.g., different colors, 
font faces/sizes, styles ... blinking; col. 9, lines 5-18). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bates'226 with Bates'482 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 

As to claim 45: 

The rejection of claim 1 above is incorporated herein in full. Additionally, claim 
45 recites the highlight button being able to toggle off to de-highlight the links; 
and enlarging the plurality of links and the target areas upon user command to 
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highlighting the plurality of the links, the user command including toggling on 
the highlight button. 

Bates'482 teaches asserting an icon in the browser, the icon being able to 
toggle off to de-highlight the links (e.g., determine whether internal links have 
been enabled. In particular, a user may be given the option of disabling 
internal links so that the links may not be navigated, or may not even be 
shown.. . by setting the display properties for internal links to be that of the 
surrounding text such that the links are not highlighted to a user. Also, the 
selection of internal links may be disabled in the link selection handling 
routines for the browser; col. 7, lines 35-57); and enlarging the plurality of 
links and the target areas upon user command to highlighting the plurality of 
the links, the user command including toggling on the icon (col.9, lines 19-col. 
10, line 29; see also figs. 9-11 and associated text). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Bates'226 with Bates'482 because it would have 
facilitated highlighting/unhighlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 



Claims 4. 7. 15. 18. 26. 29. 37. and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 



being unpatentable over Boys in view of Bates et al. (GB 2 336 226 - 
Publication Date: 10/1999- hereinafter. Bates'226). 
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As to claims 4, 15, 26, and 37: 

Boys does not specifically teach the plurality of embedded links are displayed 
in the different color to highlight the links 

Bates'226 teaches the plurality of embedded links are displayed in the 
different color to highlight the links (e.g., Selectable hypertext links typically 
appear on a web page as highlight text displayed in a different color to 
distinguish the hypertext links from other, non-selectable, text on the web 
page; page 2, lines 21-29; page 4, lines 5-16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'226 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 

As to claims 7, 18, 29, and 40: 

Boys does not specifically teach the plurality of embedded links are 
emboldended to highlight the links. 

Bates'226 teaches the plurality of embedded links are emboldended to 
highlight the links (e.g., links 418 appear underlined and in bold face type; 
page 10, lines 35-44). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Boys with Bates'226 because it would have 
provided flexibility when highlighting hyperlinks in the web document. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed on 06/05/2008 have been fully considered but are 
deemed to be moot in view of the new grounds of rejection necessitated by 
Applicant's amendments. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is 
considered to have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should review 
each identified reference carefully before responding to this office action to 
properly advance the case in light of the prior art. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed 
within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Contact information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maikhanh Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4093. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 
9:00am - 5:30 pm. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached at (571) 
272-4137. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Maikhanh Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2176 

I (Doug Jfuttonl 
Doug Hutton 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



